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The Maryland Legislature introduced the following bills during the January 2013 Session that will affect community
associations throughout Maryland on October 1, 2013.

House Bill 286

Authorizes the governing body of a common ownership community to foreclose on a lien against a unit owner or lot
owner only if the damages secured by the lien consist solely of (1) delinquent periodic or special assessments and (2)
reasonable costs and attorney's fees directly related to the filing of the lien (which costs and fees cannot exceed the total
amount of delinquent assessments). House Bill 286 is problematic because it precludes the possibility of a common
interest community's foreclosure on any lien which seeks to recover late fees, interest, fines, and collection costs from a
delinquent lot owner or unit owner. Most liens currently filed by common interest communities seek to recover late fees,
interest, fines and collection costs because such collection is authorized by the governing documents.

House Bill 388

Amends the Maryland Condominium Act to permit a condominium Board of Directors to meet in a closed session to
discuss a business transaction in negotiation. A similar right is already provided for in the Maryland Homeowners
Association Act.

 

If you have any questions or wish to discuss the above legislation in greater detail, please contact:

Steven L. Dube, Partner, at sdube@linowes-law.com or 301-961-5209

Brian D. Bichy, Partner, at bbichy@linowes-law.com or 301-961-5253

Renee M. Finley, Of Counsel, at rfinley@linowes-law.com or 301-961-5138

Judyann M. Lee, Associate, at jlee@linowes-law.com or 301-961-5234

Linowes and Blocher LLP has prepared this e-blast for general information purposes only, and the information contained
in it does not constitute legal advice. This e-blast is not an offer to represent you and does not create an attorney-client
relationship with Linowes and Blocher LLP or any of the firm's attorneys. You should not act, or refrain from acting, in a
manner that changes your legal position based upon any information contained in this e-blast without first consulting with
an attorney.


